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UM News Tips
University Relations •  The University of Montana •  Missoula, MT 59812 •  (406) 243-2522
June 20, 2000
HELICOPTER SENSOR TESTED AT UM’S LUBRECHT FOREST -  American and 
Japanese scientists will test a sensor, which has been placed aboard a radio-controlled 
helicopter, on Wednesday, June 21, at The University of Montana’s Lubrecht Experimental 
Forest. The half-sized helicopter is scheduled to take flight between 10 and 11 a.m. -  weather 
permitting -  and it will survey the forest for the next several days. The sensor will check 
remote-sensing data on global vegetation from NASA’s Terra satellite, which contains 
software crafted by UM researchers. The sensor will provide independent performance 
estimates of how well satellites measure land surfaces and their seasonal and long-term 
changes. The Japanese team using the helicopter to test the sensor is led by Yoshiaki Honda of 
the Center for Environmental Remote Sensing at Chiba University, Japan. The helicopter and 
sensor already have been tested in Mongolia and varied regions of the United States. For more 
information, call UM researcher Steve Running at 243-6311.
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